Application No. 11/238,731 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 



1 . (currently amended) A therapeutic shock wave device comprising: 

a reflector housing- 

a coupling membrane sealing the reflector housing, the membrane being a 
contact surface between the device and a treatment area: 
a parabolic reflector disposed in the housing; and 

an energy source disposed within the parabolic reflector for developing [[a]} 
planar shocks wave formed by the parabolic reflector and emanating the planar shock 
waves from the housin g through the membrane to the treatment area in plane waves or 
flat waves not focused into a focal point . 

2. (original) The device of claim 1 wherein the parabolic reflector Is shaped and 
dimensioned to provide the planar shock wave having a power density level to produce a 
tissue reaction in a subject to which the wave is administered. 

3. (original) The device of claim 1 wherein the shock wave has a power density in the 
range of approximately 0.01 mJ/ mm.sup.2 to 1.0 mJ/mm.sup.2. 

4. (currently amended) The device of claim 1 ,. and furth e r compri si ng a wherein the 
couplin g membrane m o mb o r whieh intersects the reflector along a circle having a 
diameter in the range of approximately 20 mm to 100 mm. 

5. (original) The device of claim 1 wherein the paraboiic reflector has an origin point and 
a focal point spaced from the origin point a distance in the range of approximately 3 mm 
to 10 mm. 

6 (original) The device of claim 1 wherein the energy source is an electrohydraulic 
source. 

7. (original) The device of claim 1 wherein the energy source has a propagation point 
centered approximately at a focal point of the parabolic reflector. 

8. (original) The device of claim 1 wherein the energy source comprises a pair of 
electrode tips connected to a capacitor, 

9. (original) The device of claim 8 wherein the energy source has a propagation point 
centered approximately between the electrode tips. 

10. (original) The device of claim 1 wherein the parabolic reflector includes a cavity 
having an opening and the opening sealed by a membrane. 

1 1 . (original) The device of claim 9 wherein the cavity contains a fluid, 

12. (original) The device of claim 10 wherein the fluid is water. 
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1 3. (currently amended) A method for developing a planar shock wave to be used for 
therapeutic purposes on a subject, the method comprising the steps of; 

generating a spark to cause a spherical shock wave; 

shaping and directing the spherical shock wave to create a planar shock wave; 

and 

propagating the planar shock wave toward the subject wherein the propagated 
planar shock wave impinges a tissue treatment area of the subject in a plane wave or 
flat wave not focused into a focal point . 

14. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 3 further comprising the steps of: 

providing a device having a parabolic reflector, an energy source attached to an 
electrode tip and a membrane disposed across a cavity in communication with the 
parabolic reflector; 

orienting the electrode Up generally at a focal point of the parabolic reflector; 
generating the spark at the electrode tip and developing the spherical shock 

wave; 

propagating the spherical shock wave so that it reflects at the parabolic reflector; 

and 

propagating the planar shock wave through the membrane and toward the tissue 
of the subject to receive the planar wave for therapeutic effect. 

15. (original) The method of claim 13 wherein the planar shock wave generates an 
immune response in the subject and has a power density in the range of approximately 
0.01 mJ/ mm.sup-2 to 1.0 mJ/mm.sup.2. 

16. (original) The method of claim 14 wherein the parabolic reflector has an opening 
having a diameter that is in the range of approximately 20 mm to 1 00 mm, 

17. (original) The method of claim 14 wherein the planar shock wave triggers a 
physiological repair response in the subject. 

18. (currently amended) A therapeutic method for treating tissue comprising the steps of: 
generating a planar shock wave; and 

coupling the planar shock wave to the tissue to be treate d such that a plane wave or flat 
wave not focused into a focal point impinges the tissue . 

19. (original) The method of claim 18 further comprising the steps of: 
providing a treatment device that develops the planar shock wave- 
orienting the treatment device adjacent to the tissue area; and 

activating the tissue in order to cause a chemical release from the tissue cells. 

20. (original) The method of claim 18 wherein the shock wave is generated by electro 
hydraulic, electromagnetic or piezoelectric means. 

21. (previously presented) The method of claim 18 wherein the step of generating 
comprises the steps of; 

generating a spark to develop a Shockwave, and 

reflecting the Shockwave from a parabolic reflector to form a planar shock wave. 
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22. (original) The method of claim 18 wherein the planar shock wave is administered at 
a power density sufficient to cause the tissue to be activated to release a protein for 
generating an unmune response. 

23. (currently amended) A therapeutic device for administering a shock wave to a 
subject comprising: 

a housing; 

a shock wave source disposed in the housing; 

wave directing and shaping structure in the housing responsive to the shock wave 
for causing a planar shock wave to be emitted from the housing; and 

structure for coupling the shock wave to the subjec t wherein flat waves or planar 
waves not focused into a focal point impinge the subject . 

24. (original) The therapeutic device of claim 23 wherein the wave directing and shaping 
structure includes a parabolic reflector. 

25. (original) The therapeutic device of daim 23 wherein the housing includes an 
opening and the coupling structure includes a membrane disposed across the opening. 

26. (original) The therapeutic device of claim 25 wherein the wave directing and shaping 
structure is disposed in a cavity having the opening. 

27. (original) The therapeutic device of daim 23 wherein the Shockwave source includes 
an electrode that develops a spark. 
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